
 
  
 

SPRING 2026  Page 1 of 13 

COPA Flight 65 

HANGAR NEWS

 
As we celebrate 80 years of The Vernon Flying Club (and the Vernon Airport!) this year, we look back on 
the past and marvel at how far we’ve come… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

c1968 Photo courtesy of the Vernon 
Museum and Archives and Melissa 
Hewson 

Vernon Airport c1968.  Photo courtesy of the Vernon Museum and Archives and Melissa Hewson 
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Photo by Brad Armstrong 

Rust Remover lunchtime.  See page 5 for more photos. 
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The 50th anniversary was a fabulous celebration  
 
 
  

The Morning Star 1996 
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The Morning Star 1996 
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Rust Remover 
 
The 2026 Vernon Rust Remover was very well received by the 53 pilots who received Transport Canada 
approved recurrency training on May 9th.  The seminar was an “intimate little affair” held in the clubhouse.  The 
Friday Evening Social potluck supper was great, too.  Thanks to all the volunteers who worked so hard to put on 
a good show. 
 
Photos by Edie Schleiss 
 

Rob McDicken, M/C and President, VFC with a “deer-in-the-headlights” look 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Jordan Byng, Rob McDicken, Roberto Chiatto, Transport Canada 

Dr. Sean Ebert, CAME 
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Kim Williams, arrives from Oliver 
Tom Glover, Grill Master 

Ron Townson arrives from Penticton 

Sally Smith and Del Desrosiers, our Super Volunteers with just 
some of the baking donated by VFC members for the Rust 
Remover! 

50/50 Winner Rob Snider from Kamloops (who very 
generously donated it back to VFC!) 

Morning Coffee during Sign-in 
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New 80th Anniversary Commemorative Merchandise for sale 

Dan Cook, The Neuology of Safety 

Andrew Graham, Kamloops FIC Team Supervisor on Flight Planning and Self-
Briefing  
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GUEST SPEAKERS AT OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS: 
 

March: 
One of our best meetings;  well attended with about 40 people enjoying a delicious supper 
and two speakers. 
 
Jared Ens-Remple, the Senior Manager from the City of Vernon’s Real Estate Department, 
was invited to our meeting for a Q&A session regarding the recent survey from the City of 
Vernon seeking input from airport users regarding the airport’s land leasing framework.  
The 10-year Airport Master Plan (2015-2025) has mostly been fulfilled (installation of deer 
fencing and the development of Captain Baily Way outstanding).   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Steve Foord gave an interesting presentation regarding "Formation 
Flying The Snowflakes Way".   

 
(Thanks, Steve, for the following article and photos!) 
 

Okanagan residents can see them in the skies a couple times a 
week and at special occasions such as Remembrance Day, the Vernon Winter Carnival, and Canada Day. 

The Vernon Snowflakes are an active group of RV aviators based in the Okanagan Valley who practice 
flying in close formation.  The group was created more than 20 years ago when three RV builders from Vernon 
got together to experience formation flying. 

Over the next ten years the group grew to five aircraft. At that time the group was fortunate to have John 
Swallow join, after completing his RV-7A. John was a former Airforce fighter pilot and a member of the 1967 
Golden Centennaires (precursor to the Snowbirds) who flew over 100 airshows to celebrate Canada’s golden 
anniversary. Under John’s guidance and leadership the Snowflakes membership grew and larger formations were 
organized and practiced. 
 The current Snowflakes membership stands at ten, including members based in Penticton, Salmon Arm, 
and Vernon. Pilot’s ages span from mid-forties to over 80. The following Van’s RV types are represented: RV-4, 
RV-6A, RV-7, RV-7A, RV-8, RV-9A. 

The group practices regularly (once or twice per week), visiting the local airports to attend flying club 
coffee sessions, or flying out for breakfast or lunch to the Lower Mainland or the Kootenays. Members are 
encouraged to learn to fly in all positions, including flight lead. The group holds periodic group safety meetings to 
review and enhance their Standard Operating Practices. 
 For 2025 Remembrance Day the group made an appearance at 8 cenotaphs in the region.) Also included 
are special events such as significant birthdays of veterans and memorial flights for fellow aviators. 
Brad Armstrong, pilot, aircraft owner, and friend of the Snowflakes enjoys making videos of Snowflakes flights. 
These can be found on Brad’s YouTube Channel “letsflyinter”. 

 
 



  
Vernon Flying Club  COPA Flight 65 

 

SPRING 2026  Page 9 of 13 

The Snowflakes, RV Formation Flying Team 
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April: 
 
Our meetings are always so good!  Terrific food (with special 
thanks going to the volunteers who come early and stay 
late!), great conversation, and then a short meeting followed 
by a great speaker.   
 
April’s speaker was Rob McDicken who gave a very 
interesting presentation on "20 Years a Corporate Pilot".  He 
talked about flying a wide variety of aircraft and included a 
fascinating overview of the Kal Tire operation and the Air 
Division that Tom Foord started in 1967. Tom called the 
aircraft "his time machine" as it saved him so much time 
being able to travel by air rather than road as he visited his 
many retail operations.  Vernon is lucky to be HQ for this 
world-wide company.   
 
Rob's love of all things-aviation was on clear display and we 
enjoyed seeing pictures from his travels from Ekati 
Diamond Mine in the Northwest Territories to Mexico. 

 
Laura-Lee Locheed presents Rob with a 1936 print of the Yankee Clipper in San Francisco as a token of her 
appreciation. 

 
 

Kal Tire began in Vernon, BC, in June 1953 when founder Tom Foord opened a single service station. 
Named after the nearby Kalamalka Lake, the company grew from a small Okanagan Valley shop into one of 
Canada's largest independent tire dealers and an international mining tire powerhouse. 

The incredible journey of Kal Tire from a local Vernon garage to a global enterprise features several 
milestones and highlights: 
 The Founding: In 1953, Saskatchewan-born veteran Tom Foord and his business partner Jim Lochhead 
started the business with a focus on servicing passenger vehicles and local logging operations in the Okanagan. 

Global Expansion: In the early 1970s, the company launched its Kal Tire Mining Tire Group, extending 
its service footprint to some of the most remote mine sites across five continents. 

Retreading & Recycling: Long before sustainability was an industry standard, the company pioneered 
circular economy practices by opening commercial tire retread and recycling facilities, operating the largest 
retreading operation in Canada. 

Headquarters: Despite expanding to more than 20 countries with thousands of employees, the company 
has kept its corporate headquarters firmly rooted in Vernon. 

Community Philanthropy: Founder Tom Foord was deeply involved in the local community—earning the 
Order of BC in 2000 for his philanthropy and civic leadership. The family legacy and connection to the city remain 
strong, including the acquisition of naming rights for the local Kal Tire Place arena. 
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May:   
Another fantastic meal and meeting on Tuesday, May 19th!  
We had a great crowd and a visitor complimented us on 
our "great vibes"! 
 
Guest Speaker, Greg Reeder, Manager of Aviation 
Recruiting for Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada, 
shared the mission and vision of MAF.  "Serving Together to 
bring Help, Hope, and Healing through Aviation". 
 
Very impressive organization  
 
They operate a fleet of roughly 116 aircraft at more than 

1000 destinations mostly in areas devastated by civil unrest, famine, disaster or just very poor access to 
medical care due to geography.  They have partnered with Prairie College’s Prairie Aviation Training 
Centre (PATC) in Three Hills, AB to provide training to prospective pilots. 
 
"With our airplanes, you're able to be there within a few hours and then pick them up and transport 
them. A 20-minute flight can save somebody anywhere from six hours to two days of travel, depending 
on where they are in the world.” 
Check out their website for videos and photos of some of amazing work.  https://maf.ca/ 
 
Oh, and he flew into Vernon with his friend, Gerry 
Fiser in Gerry's Icon.   Gerry is a long-time member 
of the Abbotsford Flying Club.  They are both 
welcome back any time!  

   

Wing folded back on the Icon 

Everyone wanted a close-up look at the Icon 

Photo by Alison Crerar 

https://maf.ca/
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Volunteer Appreciation  
 
COPA National used a photo of our very 
own, Bev Bonner and Alison Crerar from a 
Discover Aviation Day, to thank all the 
many, many volunteers who give of their 
time and skills to not just COPA events but 
to everything related to Flying Club 
activities!  It may take a village to raise a 
child but it takes dedicated volunteers to 
keep our Flying Club going! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This August we will celebrate the 80th 
Anniversary of the Vernon Flying Club and the 
Vernon Airport with an Airport Appreciation 
Day “Fliers and Tires”.   
 
We’ll host a fly-in, static display of aircraft, 
classic cars, and motorcycles.  There will be a 
variety of food trucks and entertainment.   
 
One of the hangars will be transformed into a 

special lounge for the exhibitors to relax and congregate.   
 
There will be something for young and old alike including the ever-popular Barrel 
Aeroplanes for the wee ones. 
 
Stay tuned for more details! 
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Our Cessna 172 is available to rent.  
In order to rent the plane, you 
must be a member of the Vernon 
Flying Club in good standing.  To 
access information about the 
plane rental you must sign up as a 
member of the website.  Click Log 
In located in the top right corner 
to sign up.  Only approved pilots 
(i.e. those who have successfully 
completed a check-out with one of 
our instructors) can see information about booking the club's Cessna 172.   Check out the Rental Club 
page for how to become an approved pilot. 
 

 
 
Membership Dues are payable on October 1st of each year for all members.  For new members only, 
dues are assessed based on when they join: 

$100.00 October, November, December 
$75.00 January, February, March 
$50.00 April, May, June 
$25.00 July, August, September 

Interac / e-Transfer to club email preferred method of payment. 

 
 
 

VERNON FLYING CLUB / COPA Flight 65 

2025 / 2026 

PRESIDENT:   Rob McDicken 

VICE PRESIDENT: Cameron Bottrill 

TREASURER:   Betty Lee Longstaff  

SECRETARY:   Marion Ross 

DIRECTOR:  Alison Crerar 

 

COPA CAPTAIN:   Art 

Ratte  

COPA Co-CAPTAIN:  Cameron Bottrill 

COPA Navigator:  Keith 

Readner 

 

TEMPORARY Newsletter Editor:  Marion Ross  

 

VFC Meetings are on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

 

e-mail: flyingclubvernon@gmail.com 

website: www.vernonflyingclub.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/flyingclubvernon  

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/vernonflyingclub/ 

Photo by Ryan Cecchini –  

The battered, old Stinson has left the Vernon Airport and has gone to 
Cold Lake, Alberta to be rebuilt.  The new owner loves a challenge! 
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